EB-66E Aircraft Accident
Korat RTAFB – July 1973

Written By: Anthony Nelson
I was stationed in Korat Thailand in 1973 and was a crew chief on EB-66 C & E model aircraft.  We had an EB-66E located on the trim pad at the end of the runway. This aircraft was there for engine test and was at the last stages of the test. I had gone to the trim pad to assist with the towing of this aircraft back to its launch spot. The tail number was 54-0445.  There were engine troops present as well as some EB-66 crew. We had pushed protective engine screens in front of both engines to allow engine run up and to keep all personnel safe from FOD. For those of you that may not know what FOD is it stands for Foreign Object Damage. During any engine testing we had to place engine safety screens in place to protect personnel from being sucked into the engines an in this case the elimination of FOD was our own bodies. During engine run up there were engine troops performing the test. There was one troop in the cockpit doing the actual engine throttle up and another troop on the ground that was in constant communications with the troop in the cockpit. As the engine troops were performing their final test the aircraft jumped chocks. If I remember right some one had flipped the anti skid switch to the on position. One of the engine troops was standing in front of the engine screen when the aircraft jumped chocks. The engine screen knocked the engine troop down and the castors of the engine screen took off his leg. The aircraft continued to thrust forward and the right leading edge of the wing hit a concrete light pole bring the aircraft to a stop. One of the troops held the artery in his leg closed with a pair of needle nose pliers until emergency personnel could arrive. The troop that held his artery closed was awarded a medal by the base commander. I don't remember the type of metal this troop received. The troop that lost his leg was air evacuated to a medical facility I don't recall the facility or its location. This aircraft was later destroyed in a training fire.  The accident occurred in July of 1973 and I am not sure of the exact day. I have been trying to locate this engine troop since I was medically retired from the Air Force and lost my leg at Shaw Air Force Base SC. My accident was Nov 26, 1973. I was also air evacuated to Willford Hall Medical Center, Lackland AFB San Antonio TX. I spent between 4 and 5 years hospitalized in military facilities and a total of 8 years before the doctors decided to amputate my leg. The Air Force finally medically retired me in 1982. After seeing the engine troop lose his leg and then I followed suite I have been trying to locate this engine troop for piece of mind and to see how he has been doing since his accident in Thailand. If any one knows his name or the location of this engine troop please contact me with the information at awnelson@mindspring.com I know he is out there some where.
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